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Item 1.02 Termination of a Material Definitive Agreement.

Effective as of November 17, 2008, Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (formerly known as Cleveland-Cliffs Inc), an Ohio corporation ("Cliffs"), Alpha Merger Sub, Inc. (formerly
known as Daily Double Acquisition, Inc.), a Delaware corporation and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Cliffs ("Merger Sub"), and Alpha Natural Resources, Inc., a Delaware
corporation ("Alpha"), entered into a Termination, Settlement and Release Agreement (the "Termination Agreement"), pursuant to which the parties have agreed to terminate
that certain Agreement and Plan of Merger dated as of July 15, 2008, by and among Cliffs, Merger Sub, and Alpha (the "Merger Agreement"), and to release the other parties
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Exhibit 99(a)

   
CLIFFS  Alpha Natural Resources

JOINT NEWS RELEASE

Cliffs Natural Resources and Alpha Natural Resources Announce Litigation Settlement and
Termination of Definitive Merger Agreement

CLEVELAND and ABINGDON, Va. – Nov. 17, 2008 – Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE: CLF) and Alpha Natural Resources, Inc. (NYSE: ANR)
today announced that the boards of directors of both companies have approved settlement of litigation brought by Alpha in Delaware Chancery Cnry nno boa =� Cht by s oof dlen e btoa that the bof R  Crou seig��gţ�tabotigatifthf ţ�rtre hral Resr phaboed sete trbo tha,  tooo b  Ca oedboompanlawarnno of dave approvoap trte hirectResf epo by ryes iyf etRa ��avpo f Ca  ec bto




